1. According to you, which article has the most appropriate length?

2. What effects do shorter or longer articles produce?

3. Compare the tone of the articles. How is the reader’s reaction piloted?
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Test follows warning from U.N. 

By David E. Sanger The New York Times
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Published: October 9, 2006

WASHINGTON North Korea said Monday that it had set off its first nuclear test, becoming the eighth country in history, and arguably the most unstable and most dangerous, to proclaim that it has joined the club of nuclear weapons states.

 

The test came just two days after the country was warned by the United Nations Security Council that the action could lead to severe consequences.

 

American officials cautioned that they had not yet received any confirmation that the test had occurred. The United States Geological Survey said it had detected a tremor of 4.2 magnitude on the Korean Peninsula.

 

China called the test a "flagrant and brazen" violation of international opinion and said it "firmly opposes" North Korea's conduct.

 

Senior Bush administration officials said that they had little reason to doubt the announcement, and warned that the test would usher in a new era of confrontation with the isolated and unpredictable country run by President Kim Jong-il.

 

Early Monday morning, even before the test was confirmed, Bush administration officials were holding conference calls to discuss ways to further cut off a country that is already subject to sanctions, and hard-liners said the moment had arrived for neighboring countries, especially China and Russia, to cut off the trade and oil supplies that have been Kim's lifeline.

 

In South Korea, the country that fought a bloody war with the North for three years and has lived with an uneasy truce and failed efforts at reconciliation for more than half a century, officials said they believed that an explosion occurred around 10:36 p.m. New York time - 11:36 a.m. Monday in Korea.

 

They identified the source of the explosion as North Hamgyong Province, roughly the area where American spy satellites have been focused for several years on a variety of suspected underground test sites.

 

That was less than an hour after North Korean officials had called their counterparts in China and warned them that a test was just minutes away. The Chinese, who have been North Korea's main ally for 60 years but have grown increasingly frustrated by the its defiance of Beijing, sent an emergency alert to Washington through the United States Embassy in Beijing. Within minutes, President Bush was notified, shortly after 10 p.m., by his national security adviser, Stephen Hadley, that a test was imminent.

 

North Korea's decision to conduct the test demonstrated what the world has suspected for years: the country has joined India, Pakistan and Israel as one of the world's "undeclared" nuclear powers. India and Pakistan conducted tests in 1998; Israel has never acknowledged conducting a test or possessing a weapon. But by actually setting off a weapon, if that is proven, the North has chosen to end years of carefully crafted and diplomatically useful ambiguity about its abilities.

 

The North's decision to set off a nuclear device could profoundly change the politics of Asia.

 

The test occurred only a week after Japan installed a new, more nationalistic prime minister, Shinzo Abe, and just as the country was renewing a debate about whether its ban on possessing nuclear weapons - deeply felt in a country that saw two of its cities incinerated in 1945 - still makes strategic sense.

 

And it shook the peninsula just as Abe was arriving in South Korea for the first time as prime minister, in an effort to repair a badly strained relationship, having just visited with Chinese leaders in Beijing. It places his untested administration in the midst of one of the region's biggest security crises in years, and one whose outcome will be watched closely in Iran and other states suspected of attempting to follow the path that North Korea has taken.

 

Now, Tokyo and Washington are expected to put even more pressure on the South Korean government to terminate its "sunshine policy" of trade, tourism and openings to the North - a policy that has been the source of enormous tension between Seoul and Washington since Bush took office.

 

The explosion was the product of nearly four decades of work by North Korea, one of the world's poorest and most isolated countries. The nation of 23 million people appears constantly fearful that its far richer, more powerful neighbors - and particularly the United States - will try to unseat its leadership. The country's founder, Kim Il-sung, who died in 1994, emerged from the Korean War determined to equal the power of the United States, and acutely aware that Gen. Douglas MacArthur had requested nuclear weapons to use against his country.

 

But it took decades to put together the technology, and only in the past few years has the North appeared to have made a political decision to speed forward. "I think they just had their military plan to demonstrate that no one could mess with them, and they weren't going to be deterred, not even by the Chinese," a senior American official who deals with the North said late Sunday evening. "In the end, there was just no stopping them."

 

But the explosion was also the product of more than two decades of diplomatic failure, spread over at least three presidencies. American spy satellites saw the North building a good-size nuclear reactor in the early 1980's, and by the early 1990's the C.I.A. estimated that the country could have one or two nuclear weapons. But a series of diplomatic efforts to "freeze" the nuclear program - including a 1994 accord signed with the Clinton administration - ultimately broke down, amid distrust and recriminations on both sides.

 

Three years ago, just as President Bush was sending American troops toward Iraq, the North threw out the few remaining weapons inspectors living at their nuclear complex in Yongbyon, and moved 8,000 nuclear fuel rods they had kept under lock and key. Those rods contained enough plutonium, experts said, to produce five or six nuclear weapons, though it is unclear how many the North now stockpiles.

 

For years, some diplomats assumed that the North was using that ambiguity to trade away its nuclear capability, for recognition, security guarantees, aid and trade with the West. But in the end, the country's reclusive leader, Kim Jong-il, who inherited the mantle of leadership from his father, still called the "Great Leader," appears to have concluded that the surest way of getting what he seeks is to demonstrate that he has the capability to strike back if attacked.

 

Assessing the nature of that ability is difficult. If the test occurred as the North claimed, it is unclear whether it was an actual bomb or a more primitive device. Some experts cautioned that it could try to fake an explosion, setting off conventional explosives; the only way to know for sure will be if American "sniffer" planes, patrolling the North Korean coast, pick up evidence of nuclear byproducts in the air.

 

Even then, it is not clear that the North could fabricate that bomb into a weapon that could fit atop its missiles, one of the country's few significant exports.

 

But the big fear about North Korea, American officials have long said, has less to do with its ability to lash out than it does with its proclivity to proliferate. The country has sold its missiles and other weapons to Iran, Syria and Pakistan; at various moments in the six-party talks that have gone on for the past few years, North Korean representatives have threatened to sell nuclear weapons. But in a statement issued last week, announcing that it intends to set off a test, the country said it would not sell its nuclear products.

 

The fear of proliferation prompted President Bush to declare in 2003 that the United States would never "tolerate" a nuclear-armed North Korea. He has never defined what he means by "tolerate," and on Sunday night Tony Snow, Bush's press secretary, said that, assuming the report of the test is accurate, the United States would now go to the United Nations to determine "what our next steps should be in response to this very serious step."

 

Nuclear testing is often considered a necessary step to proving a weapon's reliability as well as the most forceful way for a nation to declare its status as a nuclear power.

 

"Once they do that, it's serious," said Harold M. Agnew, a former director of the Los Alamos weapons laboratory, which designed most of the nation's nuclear arms. "Otherwise, the North Koreans are just jerking us around."

 

Networks of seismometers that detect faint trembles in the earth and track distant rumbles are the best way to spot an underground nuclear test.

 

The big challenge is to distinguish the signatures of earthquakes from those of nuclear blasts. Typically, the shock waves from nuclear explosions begin with a sharp spike as earth and rock are compressed violently. The signal then tends to become fuzzier as surface rumblings and shudders and after shocks create seismologic mayhem.

 

With earthquakes, it is usually the opposite. A gentle jostling suddenly becomes much bigger and more violent.

 

Most of the world's seismic networks that look for nuclear blasts are designed to detect explosions as small as one kiloton, or equal to 1,000 tons of high explosives. On instruments for detecting earthquakes, such a blast would measure a magnitude of about 4, like a small tremor.

 

Philip E. Coyle III, a former head of weapons testing at the Pentagon and former director of nuclear testing for the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, a weapons-design center in California, said the North Koreans could learn much from a nuclear test even if it was small by world standards or less than an unqualified success.

 

"It would not be totally surprising if it was a fizzle and they said it was a success because they learned something," he said. "We did that sometimes. We had a missile defense test not so long ago that failed, but the Pentagon said it was a success because they learned something, which I agree with. Failures can teach you a lot."

 

William J. Broad contributed reporting from New York, and Thom Shanker from Washington.
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N. Korea claims nuclear test success 

By Burt Herman, AP 

Published: 09 October 2006 

North Korea says it has performed its first-ever nuclear weapons test, claiming it set off a successful underground blast - in defiance of international warnings. 

The report sparked condemnation from regional powers who said that, if confirmed, it would be a serious threat to regional stability. 

The North's official Korean Central News Agency said the underground test was performed successfully "with indigenous wisdom and technology 100 per cent," and that no radiation leaked from that test site. 

"It marks a historic event as it greatly encouraged and pleased the (Korean People's Army) and people that have wished to have powerful self-reliant defense capability," KCNA said. "It will contribute to defending the peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula and in the area around it." 

An official at South Korea's seismic monitoring center confirmed that a magnitude 3.6 tremor felt at the time of alleged North Korea nuclear test wasn't a natural occurrence. The official spoke to The Associated Press on condition his name not be used, because he wasn't authorized to talk about the sensitive information to the media. 

The U.S. Geological Survey said it recorded a seismic event with a preliminary magnitude of 4.2 in northeastern North Korea that coincided with the country's announced nuclear test. 

The Colorado-based agency was unable to tell whether the event was the result of an atomic explosion or a natural earthquake, USGS official Bruce Presgrave said. 

"At this magnitude, we can't tell whether it's a small earthquake or something else, like an explosion," Presgrave said. 

Australia also said there was seismic confirmation that North Korea conducted a nuclear test. 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, in Seoul for a summit meeting, said a nuclear test by North Korea was unpardonable, South Korea's Yonhap news agency said. 

Japan's top government spokesman said a North Korean test would post a serious threat to stability in the region and a provocation. 

China, the North's closest ally, said Beijing "resolutely opposes" the North Korean nuclear test and hopes Pyongyang will return to disarmament talks. 

U.S. and South Korean officials could not immediately confirm that an actual test had occurred. 

The U.N. Security Council was expected to discuss the reported North Korean test Monday, and the United States and Japan are likely to press for a resolution imposing additional sanctions on Pyongyang. The council last week issued a statement condemning plans for a test. 

A resolution adopted in July after a series of North Korean missile launches imposed limited sanctions on North Korea and demanded the country rejoin international nuclear talks — a demand the North immediately rejected. 

Also, South Korea's Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon was expected later Monday to be nominated as the next secretary-general of the United Nations by the Security Council. Ban has said he would use the post, which he would assume after Kofi Annan's term expires at the end of the year, to press for a resolution of the North Korean nuclear standoff. 

The North has refused for a year to attend international talks aimed at persuading it to abandon its nuclear ambitions. The country pulled out of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty in 2003 after U.S. officials accused it of a secret nuclear program, allegedly violating an earlier nuclear pact between Washington and Pyongyang. 

The North is believed to have enough radioactive material for about a half-dozen bombs, using plutonium from its main nuclear reactor located at Yongbyon, north of the capital Pyongyang. 

The North also has active missile programs, but it isn't believed to have an atomic bomb design small and light enough to be mounted on a long-range rocket that could strike targets as far as the U.S. 

If confirmed, the North would be the ninth country in the world known to have nuclear weapons. The other countries are the United States, Russia, France, China, Britain, India, Pakistan and Israel. 

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun was holding an emergency meeting Monday of top security officials, and Seoul was consulting with allies on intelligence about the reported test, presidential spokesman Yoon Tae-young said. Roh was also to speak later with U.S. President George W. Bush, his office said. 

South Korea's Defense Ministry said the alert level of the military had been raised in response to the claimed nuclear test. 

The test came amid intense diplomatic efforts aimed at heading off the move. 

Japan's new prime minister, Abe, arrived Monday in Seoul for meetings with Roh that had been intended to address strains in relations between Japan and South Korea over territorial and historical disputes, but was overshadowed by news of the nuclear test. 

On Sunday in Beijing, Abe and Chinese President Hu Jintao had pledged to work together to avert a North Korean test. 

North Korea says it has performed its first-ever nuclear weapons test, claiming it set off a successful underground blast - in defiance of international warnings. 

The report sparked condemnation from regional powers who said that, if confirmed, it would be a serious threat to regional stability. 

The North's official Korean Central News Agency said the underground test was performed successfully "with indigenous wisdom and technology 100 per cent," and that no radiation leaked from that test site. 

"It marks a historic event as it greatly encouraged and pleased the (Korean People's Army) and people that have wished to have powerful self-reliant defense capability," KCNA said. "It will contribute to defending the peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula and in the area around it." 

An official at South Korea's seismic monitoring center confirmed that a magnitude 3.6 tremor felt at the time of alleged North Korea nuclear test wasn't a natural occurrence. The official spoke to The Associated Press on condition his name not be used, because he wasn't authorized to talk about the sensitive information to the media. 

The U.S. Geological Survey said it recorded a seismic event with a preliminary magnitude of 4.2 in northeastern North Korea that coincided with the country's announced nuclear test. 

The Colorado-based agency was unable to tell whether the event was the result of an atomic explosion or a natural earthquake, USGS official Bruce Presgrave said. 

"At this magnitude, we can't tell whether it's a small earthquake or something else, like an explosion," Presgrave said. 

Australia also said there was seismic confirmation that North Korea conducted a nuclear test. 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, in Seoul for a summit meeting, said a nuclear test by North Korea was unpardonable, South Korea's Yonhap news agency said. 

Japan's top government spokesman said a North Korean test would post a serious threat to stability in the region and a provocation. 

China, the North's closest ally, said Beijing "resolutely opposes" the North Korean nuclear test and hopes Pyongyang will return to disarmament talks. 

U.S. and South Korean officials could not immediately confirm that an actual test had occurred. 

The U.N. Security Council was expected to discuss the reported North Korean test Monday, and the United States and Japan are likely to press for a resolution imposing additional sanctions on Pyongyang. The council last week issued a statement condemning plans for a test. 

A resolution adopted in July after a series of North Korean missile launches imposed limited sanctions on North Korea and demanded the country rejoin international nuclear talks — a demand the North immediately rejected. 

Also, South Korea's Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon was expected later Monday to be nominated as the next secretary-general of the United Nations by the Security Council. Ban has said he would use the post, which he would assume after Kofi Annan's term expires at the end of the year, to press for a resolution of the North Korean nuclear standoff. 

The North has refused for a year to attend international talks aimed at persuading it to abandon its nuclear ambitions. The country pulled out of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty in 2003 after U.S. officials accused it of a secret nuclear program, allegedly violating an earlier nuclear pact between Washington and Pyongyang. 

The North is believed to have enough radioactive material for about a half-dozen bombs, using plutonium from its main nuclear reactor located at Yongbyon, north of the capital Pyongyang. 

The North also has active missile programs, but it isn't believed to have an atomic bomb design small and light enough to be mounted on a long-range rocket that could strike targets as far as the U.S. 

If confirmed, the North would be the ninth country in the world known to have nuclear weapons. The other countries are the United States, Russia, France, China, Britain, India, Pakistan and Israel. 

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun was holding an emergency meeting Monday of top security officials, and Seoul was consulting with allies on intelligence about the reported test, presidential spokesman Yoon Tae-young said. Roh was also to speak later with U.S. President George W. Bush, his office said. 

South Korea's Defense Ministry said the alert level of the military had been raised in response to the claimed nuclear test. 

The test came amid intense diplomatic efforts aimed at heading off the move. 

Japan's new prime minister, Abe, arrived Monday in Seoul for meetings with Roh that had been intended to address strains in relations between Japan and South Korea over territorial and historical disputes, but was overshadowed by news of the nuclear test. 

On Sunday in Beijing, Abe and Chinese President Hu Jintao had pledged to work together to avert a North Korean test. 
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Blair slams N Korea nuke test

  

By ONLINE REPORTER
October 09, 2006
 
THE Prime Minister today condemned North Korea's first nuclear weapons test as a "completely irresponsible act". 
Tony Blair also said the test, reportedly held at 2.36am British time, showed the country's "disregard" for the concerns of the international community.

He said: "I condemn this completely irresponsible act by the government of the DPRK (Democratic Peoples' Republic of Korea).

"The international community has repeatedly urged them to refrain from both missile testing and nuclear testing.

"This further act of defiance shows North Korea's disregard for the concerns of its neighbours and the wider international community."

Mr Blair added that the test "contravened" North Korea's commitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and UN Security Council Resolution 1695.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) said the international community would react "robustly" to the test, claimed by North Korea to have been held at an underground site in the north-east of the country.

An FCO spokesman said: "This nuclear test is viewed by the UK, and will be viewed by the rest of the international community, as a highly provocative act to which we will respond robustly.

"It will raise tensions in an already tense region and have repercussions
internationally."

North Korea, led by Kim Jong-il, has refused for a year to attend international talks aimed at persuading it to disarm.

The country pulled out of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in 2003 after US officials accused it of a secret nuclear programme.

Speculation over a possible nuclear weapons test arose earlier this year after reports from the US and Japan of suspicious activity at a suspected underground site.

The official Korean Central News Agency said today: "The nuclear test is a historic event that brought happiness to our military and people.

"The nuclear test will contribute to maintaining peace and stability in the Korean peninsula and surrounding region."

North Korea is believed to have enough radioactive material for about six bombs, using plutonium from its main nuclear reactor located north of the capital, Pyongyang.

The country also has an active missile programme, but it is not believed to have an atomic bomb design small and light enough to be mounted on a long-range rocket.

If today's test is confirmed, North Korea would become the ninth country in the world known to have nuclear weapons.

The other countries are the US, Russia, France, China, Britain, India, Pakistan and Israel.
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Registrata scossa di magnitudo 3,58. Conferme da Seul
Borse asiatiche in calo, probabili sanzioni internazionali

La Corea del Nord prova l'atomica
eseguito un test sotterraneo

SEUL - "La sezione di ricerca scientifica ha condotto con successo un test atomico sotterraneo il 9 ottobre". Con queste parole, l'agenzia di stampa ufficiale della Corea del Nord ha comunicato al mondo che il regime di Pyongyang ha dato seguito agli annunci della scorsa settimana e ha fatto esplodere la sua prima bomba atomica nel sottosuolo. A conferma della notizia, alle ore 10.36 locali (le 3.36 italiane) l'agenzia meteorologica sudcoreana ha registrato in Corea del Nord, nella zona settentrionale di Hamkyong, una scossa di magnitudo 3,58 Richter. Durissime le reazioni della comunità internazionale all'esperimento, che rischia di peggiorare ulteriormente i rapporti tra i Paesi dell'area. 

Dagli organi di informazione nordcoreani, filtrano solamente dichiarazioni entusiaste. Il test atomico sotterraneo, che secondo rilevazioni effettuate in Giappone e Corea del Sud non ha causato fuoriuscite radioattive, viene presentato come un grande passo avanti per il Paese. Secondo l'agenzia centrale nordcoreana, "il test nucleare è un evento storico che ha portato felicità all'esercito e alla popolazione. L'esperimento atomico contribuirà a mantenere la pace e la stabilità nella penisola coreana". 

L'annuncio ha avuto immediatamente ripercussioni negative sulle principali Borse asiatiche, che sono state colte da un'ondata di panico con vendite generalizzate. Il mercato azionario di Seul ha registrato un calo del 2,61%, l'indice di Hong Kong ha perduto l'1,23%, quello di Singapore lo 0,76%. La Borsa di Tokio era invece chiusa per festività. 

Il test di questa mattina è la prima esplosione nucleare dal 1998. L'ultimo Paese a fare esperimenti simili era stato il Pakistan, che aveva così raggiunto la rivale India nel club delle potenze nucleari. La Corea del Nord si era ritirata dal Trattato di non proliferazione nucleare nel 2003. Due anni più tardi, aveva annunciato di disporre della bomba atomica. Ora si teme che altri Stati, in particolare l'Iran, possano strumentalizzare l'evento e innescare un processo di riarmo nucleare generalizzato. 

Per la Corea del Nord, le ripercussioni del test potrebbero essere molto pesanti. La comunità internazionale ha duramente condannato l'esperimento ed è probabile che siano decise delle sanzioni. La Corea del Sud ha immediatamente sospeso gli aiuti umanitari. 

Il regime comunista di Pyongyang dipende largamente dagli aiuti provenienti dall'estero per nutrire i 23 milioni di abitanti del Paese. Le disastrose alluvioni dello scorso luglio hanno aggravato ulteriormente la situazione nelle campagne e senza questo supporto si troverebbero in gravissima difficoltà. 

(9 ottobre 2006)

